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Are you in either of these photos?

Museum Opening Times in 2021

29th May to 31st October
Saturdays and Bank Holidays 10.30am–4.30pm 
and Sundays 2.30pm–4.30pm. There will be no 
Friday openings in August. 

Members are welcome to visit the Museum for 
research but this will be by appointment only. 
Please contact Dorothy Bone, 01243 373780, 
email: dorothybone@btinternet.com in the 
first instance.

Save the Date

Museum Re-opening

Saturday, 29th May 2021

At 10.30 am

Were you in Bosmere Gardens in 1953 at the 
coronation party shown on the left? If so, we 
would love to hear your memories and any names 
of other children and adults.

We believe that the 1951 school 
photograph on the right is of pupils in 
Standard 4 at Emsworth Primary School 
in Washington Road.

Are you there and can you name 
anyone else in the picture? 

The editor would love to hear from 
you in both instances. Please contact 
christine.bury@ntlworld.com if you 
can help.
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Museum News from Trevor Davies, EMHT Chairman

Re-opening the Museum
Assuming the present Government conditions 
apply, your committee has decided to open the 
Museum on Saturday, 29th May 2021.

Technically, Government guidelines would 
allow us to open after 17th May. However, 
that is also the first date that 6 people can 
gather together indoors. We need to spend 
some time refreshing the stewards’ memories 
and updating them with the changes since 
the Museum closed at the end of the 2020 
season. Our plan is to train stewards and other 
volunteers in groups of 5 plus 1 trainer in the 
Main Room, so we will be socially distanced.

Initially, the socially distanced zoning system 
that we used last year will remain in force. 
Officially, the requirement for this restriction 
ceases on 21st June. The committee will 
decide how to respond nearer the time, taking 
stewards’ wishes into consideration.

Volunteer Stewards
To enable us to plan the training sessions all those 
who have previously acted as volunteer stewards 
will be contacted by Dorothy at the end of April 
or early May. If you have not been contacted 
and would like to steward, please contact either 
Dorothy or myself either by email or by phone, 
indicating your preferred duty, by day (for example, 
Saturday afternoon, Sunday afternoon, etc.) and by 
frequency (for example, once every 4 weeks, last 
Saturday in the month etc.). There may need to be 
some negotiation if not everyone’s wishes can be 
accommodated, but I am keen that we develop a 
schedule for as much of the summer as possible to 
reduce last minute running about.

The contact details are:

Trevor Davies  01243 373587 
trevor.davies28@btinternet.com 

Dorothy Bone 01243 373780  
dorothybone@btinternet.com 

 New Cabinet, New Mannequin
Since the February Newsletter, we have been in touch with the suppliers of the new mannequin for the 
wedding dress, the suppliers of the new cabinet and the project managers for the Imperial War Museum 
(IWM) who are implementing a very large project with the same mannequin and cabinet suppliers that 
Emsworth Museum are using. The situation has now moved forward:

•	 At the beginning of March, the commissioning team from the cabinet suppliers arrived in the UK and 
were quarantined. They are now working at the IWM.

•	 On 26th March the new cabinet was imported into the UK with post Brexit paperwork, and taken to the 
IWM project warehouse with other cabinets for the IWM.

•	 On 30th March I collected the wedding dress mannequin.

•	 During week commencing 26th April, we expect 
the commissioning team to deliver and set up 
our new cabinet.

•	 On 17th/18th May the wedding dress will 
be placed on its new mannequin, using the 
techniques devised by the Victoria and Albert 
Museum.

•	 Shortly afterwards, the wedding dress should be 
installed in its new cabinet with other items from 
the John Lewis business, gifted by Bob Lewis in 
the mid-1990s.

So, in theory all should be ready for the opening of 
the Museum at the end of May.

Wedding dress prior 
to conservation

Photo: Sarah 
Howard
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New Displays
Margaret Rogers is busy re-curating the P G 
Wodehouse display around the fireplace, below the 
clock in memory of Albert Madgwick restored by 
Wayne Buckner pro bono. The new area will tell the 
Wodehouse story more clearly. 

Phil Magrath is also busy curating a new display on 
Self Sufficient Emsworth, which shows how many 
more goods and services were available in Emsworth 
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries when 
people travelled less. This display will use items from 
the Museum’s existing collection, but displayed in a 
new way, with a new explanation.

Other objects in the Museum’s collection have 
been re-located for a small display about maritime 
innovation in Emsworth.

The David Rudkin Room
Because of the fluidity of the Covid situation 
we have not yet been able to plan a 
programme of summer exhibitions in the 
David Rudkin Room. 

However, there will be an initial exhibition 
entitled “What did we do in the winter?”. 
This will show more detail of the projects 
we have shared with you over the winter. 
In particular there will be some pictures of 
Sarah Howard’s conservation of the wedding 
dress. These show the attention to detail 
and the meticulous needlework that the 
conservation required.

Emsworth Residents
At the 25th March online Coffee Morning, Geoffrey 
Boys and Gordon Braddock talked about two 
very different residents of Warblington Castle – 
gentlemen farmers and an admiral respectively. 
Their talks were fascinating and demonstrated just 
how much of Emsworth’s history and personalities is 
not yet documented. 

I would encourage you to research your Emsworth 
family connections. History is made up of people 
from all walks of life, so the Museum is interested 
in the Emsworth connection, not the status. We can 
offer advice and guidance to get you started.

Annual General Meeting
We postponed the AGM due in March 2021 
because we could not have a physical AGM, 
and we were reluctant to run an online AGM 
so soon after the 2020 AGM. Our current plan 
is to hold a physical AGM in September. This is 
possible under current Government guidelines, 
but there is a possibility that those guidelines 
may change, in which case we plan to revert to 
an online AGM.

Madgwick Clock
As a result of a story in the March edition of the Border Times about the Madgwick clock, we received a 
telephone call from Wayne Buckner, a retired clock maker / restorer, who offered to look at it for us. The 
clock was originally presented to the Warblington Urban District Council by a widow of a past Clerk to the 
Council. Emsworth Museum inherited the clock when Emsworth Maritime & Historical Trust took over the 
space for the Museum. When it was delivered to Wayne, he gave it a thorough clean, repaired the knob that 
adjusts the hands and set it to the correct time.

We are very pleased that the clock is now back in its original position over the refurbished fireplace and is 
still working well. We are extremely grateful to Mr Buckner for his help and kindness. 

Maple Floor
Did you attend a party or hold your wedding reception in the large room of the Public Hall that was situated 
above the Fire Station in North Street, Emsworth? If you did you may remember the attractive sprung wood 
floor that was ideal for dances. This is where the Main Room of Emsworth Museum is now situated. Over 
the years the wood gradually became scuffed and marked and the colour darkened – until now. 

This winter the committee decided it was a good time to call in Just Wood Ltd who specialise in caring 
for wood floors and the floor has now been restored to its original condition and light maple colour. It is 
stunning. Come and see.



4

The views expressed by contributors 
to this Newsletter do not necessarily 
reflect those of the General Committee. 
All rights are reserved. Please contact 
the editor for permission to use any 
material.

Website: www.emsworthmuseum.org.uk

Hon. Secretary: Dorothy Bone  
01243 373780   
dorothybone@btinternet.com

Membership: Shelagh Standen  
shelaghstanden@hotmail.co.uk

Newsletter Editor: Christine Bury  
01243 377870 christine.bury@ntlworld.com

If you would like to provide a news article 
or illustration, please send it to the editor, 
preferably on disk or by email.
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Prize Increase for the 50/50 Club Can you help?
It is with sadness that we have to tell you that Neil 
Jepson died in February. He had been a member 
of the Trust and a great supporter of the Museum 
for many years and for sometime he has been 
responsible for the production of the posters 
that advertise events, exhibitions and talks. Neil 
was always cheerful and worked quietly in the 
background with no fuss. We shall miss him.

We are now seeking a member to carry on the good 
work that he did. Although some promotion is done 
through local magazines, newspapers and online, 
bright informative posters are still very important. 
When we return to our usual programme of events 
and activities a poster will be required for most 
months of the year. 

Please let me know if you feel this is something you 
could help design. You will be provided with all the 
information required to produce each poster. You 
will need a suitable computer and colour printer and 
it would be helpful, but not essential, if you have 
done similar work in the past. 

For more information email dorothybone@
btinternet.com or telephone 01243 373780.

Dorothy Bone

Thanks to your heartwarming response to the article 
in the February Newsletter explaining the benefits of 
the 50/50 Club, we now have 8 new members who 
hold a total of 46 tickets.  

Existing members increased their total by 21 so that 
the total number of tickets held has increased from 
195 to 252.

This has enabled the Trust to increase the first prize 
in the monthly draw from £35 to £40 and the second 
prize from £15 to £20.

Tickets are still available – please apply for an 
application form from Peter Morse at the Museum 
or peter.morse1934@gmail.com.

2021 Trust Holiday in Yorkshire
Details of the proposed coach holiday to Yorkshire 
with Woods were published in the February 
Newsletter together with an Application Form to 
register provisional interest. Another copy of the 
form is being placed on the website at 
www.emsworthmuseum.org.uk

A deposit of £100, paid to Woods Travel, secures a 
place and the balance must be paid by mid-August.   
It is also advisable to have travel insurance in case 
of personal cancellation. We are negotiating terms 
allowing for the government announcements 
regarding Covid. NO MONEY HAS TO BE PAID YET.

The Best Western Plus Craiglands Hotel at Ilkley 
has been booked from Monday, 13th September to 
Friday, 17th September 2021. The cost is £469 per 
person sharing a twin or double room. A sole use 
supplement of £48 may be required.

The tour’s itinerary includes visits to gardens, stately 
homes, museums, a canal cruise and a trip on a 
heritage railway.

Visit to Laycock 
Gardens during the 
West of England 
holiday in 2018

For all details and further information please contact  Janet Butler Holiday Organiser:    
Email: jan_butler@outlook.com, Tel. No. 01243 430926, 33 Highland Road, Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 7JL


