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Real/Repro?

Museum Opening Times in 
2021

29th May to 31st October
Saturdays and Bank Holidays 10.30am–
4.30pm and Sundays 2.30pm–4.30pm. 
There will be no Friday openings in 
August. 

Members are welcome to visit the 
Museum for research but this will be 
by appointment only. Please contact 
Dorothy Bone, 01243 373780, email: 
dorothybone@btinternet.com in the 
first instance.

A conundrum has been set the 
EM&HT committee overseeing 
Emsworth Museum. The Museum has 
been donated an Emsworth shellfish 
box found in a Chichester antiques 
shop. It is quite small, measuring 5.5 
inches x 10 inches x 6 inches. There is 
a single compartment with a bar as a 
handle. On the outside are the words  
MR R. RIPLEY SHELLFISH MERCHANT 
EMSWORTH HAMPSHIRE.

Our first thought was that it would make a great 
addition to the Oyster Gallery. Who was Mr Ripley? 
Researcher Gordon Braddock discovered that 
a Robert Joseph (RJ) Ripley (1834-1921) was a 
fisherman who lived in Emsworth. Was this the right 
man who had perhaps delivered oysters or other 
shellfish to local customers in our little box?

According to the 1911 census RJ lived at 30 South 
Street, Emsworth with his wife Louisa née Kelsey. 
They are shown as having had nine children, one of 
whom had died at the time of this census. RJ was 
born in Emsworth and Louisa in Bedhampton. They 
married in 1858. Although of retirement age in 1911, 
RJ was 77, his occupation was shown as a fisherman. 
There is some confusion as he is also shown as a 
Greenwich pensioner – perhaps RJ was in the Navy 
in his younger days?  

Thirty years earlier the family are recorded as living 
in Nile Street. The census data implies that the move 
to South Street was made sometime between April 
1881 and March 1891. The family are known to have 
been living in Nile Street in 1861 and 1871.

So far so good, it looked as though we had RJ’s 
shellfish box. Our confidence was shortlived, though, 
when it was discovered that 15 years ago some 50 

reproductions had been made for 
Chalcraft Antiques in South Street 
and these had proved to be popular 
sellers. Had we one of these repros? 
Almost certainly.  Can we display 
it in the Oyster Gallery with an 
appropriate caption? Maybe.

Martin Chalcraft of Chalcraft Antiques 
has raised yet another conundrum. 
He says that his shop at 10 South 
Street was the home of Robert and 

Louisa Ripley but census data shows that the 
family were living at 30 South Street prior to 1911. 
Have the houses been renumbered? When did 
that happen? 

Please email the editor 
(christine.bury@ntlworld.com) if you can shed 
light on any of these questions.
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17th July – 5th Sept  “A Glimpse into the History of Westbourne”

Initially shown for one day in the Village Hall in Westbourne in 
January 2020, this exhibition of historical photographs, maps and 
documents includes a wealth of data and facts on the village of 
Westbourne in times past.

The attractive and nostalgic items on display in the David Rudkin 
Room have been assembled by members of the Westbourne Local 
History Group who have carried out extensive research into the 
history of the village.

DIARY DATES – JULY TO OCTOBER 2021

Of particular interest is a survey and map from 1640, a map from 1770 with some street names and 
early 1900s property sale catalogues. Details of gravestone memorials in the churchyard and the 1973 
Westbourne Bonfire Programme also feature, while water mills, shops and businesses that have long 
disappeared are topics currently being researched. The group would like to see any relevant information or 
pictures that you have that will add to the story.  

11th / 12th and 18th / 19th Sept  Born in Emsworth, contemporary artist Andrew Foster is displaying his 
paintings in the David Rudkin Room during the Emsworth Arts Trail. Andrew started using art as a study of 
mental health. His pictures have been exhibited in galleries and at paint festivals across the south. 

25th Sept – 31st Oct   This exhibition contains a small part of “The history of 
the first Emsworth Girl Guides” written by Mrs Eunice Sanderson and loaned 
for display by her nephew.  The 1st Emsworth Company was registered on 8th 
June 1921. Mrs Sanderson (Sandy) was appointed 1st Lieutenant in 1942 and 
became Captain in 1945 – serving in that position until 1983. 

This exhibition is concentrating mainly on activities in the 1950s and 1960s 
and includes camping at Hayshott, South Harting Farm and Hinton Ampner. 

20th Oct  “Portsdown Hill: A Stroll Through Time”

A talk by Nigel Gossop in the Mountford Rooms 
1 and 2 of the Emsworth Community Centre, North 
Street, Emsworth PO10 7DD starting at 7.30pm. 
Doors open at 7.00pm

Using photographs and images, Nigel describes the 
history and stories of some of the places that can 
be seen on the route of this virtual circular walk. 
The area covered includes tea gardens, military 
influences, prefabs, fairs and camp sites. Over the 
years the familiar hill that dominates the Portsmouth 
skyline has seen many changes. 

No stout walking shoes or wet weather clothing required for this virtual walk. Admission – Members of 
EM&HT £3.00, non members £4.00.

Tickets available at the door or they can be obtained in advance at Emsworth Museum from the end of 
September. 

Dorothy Bone

North Street, Westbourne. Are the sheep 
drinking from the Gully?

Cosham as seen from Fort Widley
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We have made solid progress since the last Newsletter went out in May.

Covid Precautions

As I draft this report, the Museum is still operating with social distancing restrictions and the requirement 
to collect “Track and Trace “data from visitors. Technically these restrictions are due to be lifted on 19th July. 
However, the current rates of Covid infection may imply that those restrictions remain in place, at least in 
part – we shall see.

Stewards Training

Our Vice Chairman, Christine Bury, re-configured the Stewards’ training package, so we could train stewards 
in groups of up to five, recognising the social distancing constraints. The feedback we have had was that 
this approach to training was a substantial success. Stewards preferred this approach. In total we trained 28 
stewards before the Museum opened, and can easily train more as volunteers come forward. In addition, 
four of the trainers are themselves stewards. There are still two more stewards to train.

It is very likely we will continue this approach to volunteer training in 2022, even if there are no longer Covid 
restrictions.

From Trevor Davies, EM&HT Chairman.....

New Displays

At the time of writing the May newsletter our plans to have the new 
cabinet delivered and commissioned, as well as presenting the wedding 
dress on its new mannequin were just that.

Those who have been to the Museum will have seen that those plans 
have now come to fruition. We are deeply grateful to the Imperial War 
Museum for working with us in organising the delivery of our single 
cabinet along with their order for 54 cabinets! Our mannequin and 
cabinet suppliers have been most helpful – so this has been truly a team 
effort.

We are also grateful to Sue Wallis for professionally dressing the 
mannequin with the wedding dress using the methods and materials 
approved by the Victoria and Albert Museum.

Phil Magrath deserves praise for curating the Self-Sufficient Emsworth 
display. It shows the remarkable range of services available in Emsworth 
120 years ago – far wider than today. It includes some real gems such as 
the Emsworth lavatory handle and the Taplin-made clay pipes.

Recently, the Museum acquired a box logoed “MR R. RIPLEY SHELLFISH 
MERCHANT EMSWORTH HAMPSHIRE”. Although we have subsequently 
found out that this box is likely to be a reproduction, it is now part of the 
Oyster Gallery display.

 
Maintenance

Before the Museum opened, we brought up-to-date the scheduled inspections. The appliances have been 
PAT-tested. The circuits have successfully passed their 5-year test.  

Future plans

Encouraged by the success of the new cabinet lighting, it is planned to modify the lighting in other cabinets 
in a similar fashion. This work may start during the Summer and continue into the Autumn.

Once inside the cabinet was built by 
Florin Vasiu and Stoica Silviu under 
the supervision of Florin Dumitru

The fire exit proved the best way to 
bring the cabinet sections into the 
Museum
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Curator’s Corner

The King’s Bastion, Portsmouth, sketched by R H C Ubsdell

It was during one of those “please clear the Rudkin 
Room cabinets by 12th July” moments that I came 
across two further gems in the collection. Both are 
bound copies of the Illustrated Times, fortunately 
accessioned, one covering January to June 1856 and 
the other July to December 1860. These volumes are 
an excellent way – along with The Illustrated London 
News – of researching Victorian history the subject 
matter of which is oftentimes backed up with 
excellent images.

For example, since the Battle of Waterloo in 1815, 
the defences of Portsmouth periodically became 
the subject of criticism, relating entirely to our 
mercurial relationship with France which at this 
time had deteriorated. Readers of the Saturday 
26th April edition would have been horrified to 
read that Portsmouth’s late Lieutenant-Governor, 
Lord Frederick Fitz-Clarence, in concluding his 
farewell address stated that their impregnable 
fortress was only a sham and that new works must 
be done before it would be worthy of the name of 
impregnable. The late Lieutenant-Governor strongly 
recommended that the works at Hilsea, three miles 
from the town, be begun and that if better outside 
defences were not begun ‘you will all be burnt to 
death should an invasion take place’.

As if to reassure its readers the very next article 
entitled “The King’s Bastion, Portsmouth” recounted 
a little of the numbers and nature of the guns 
aligning its walls. A splendid sketch by the celebrated 
local Hampshire and Portsmouth artist R H C Ubsdell 
(1812-1887) accompanies this piece and is shown 
above. The Royal Commission, promulgated by Lord 
Palmerston, investigating the nation’s defences was 
but four years away. It resulted in the building of the 
Spithead and Portsdown Forts.

Although there is an index to both volumes the only 
way to maximise and appreciate their contents is to 
trawl through page by page – not easy unless you 
have plenty of time. Had I not followed this strategy I 
would have missed a short article about Mr Rickett’s 
steam carriage for modern roads in the 25th August 
1860 edition. Designed and manufactured in his 
Castle foundry, Buckingham, the steam carriage was 
put through its paces by the Earl of Caithness over 
fourteen miles between Inverness and Beauly. Steam 
power had been harnessed successfully by ships of 
the Royal Navy some years beforehand. HMS Comet 
was the first steam-driven fighting ship of the Royal 
Navy launched in 1822. It had taken nearly forty 
years to adapt this technology to a smaller scale.

Philip A Magrath

Rickett’s steam carriage for common roads

SAVE THE DATE

What: AGM of Emsworth Maritime & 
Historical Trust

When: 8th September 2021

Where: Emsworth Community Centre 
or online depending on Covid

Time: 7.30 pm

Refreshments available if meeting in 
person

See AGM inserts with this newsletter
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From Hospital to Surgery – a thread of local history
The Museum holds a number of objects in its 
collection that originate from the Victoria Cottage 
Hospital which was re-opened on Monday 26th July 
as Emsworth Medical Practice – although I am sure it 
will be called the new surgery for a few years, yet.

The most interesting object is the bronze plaque 
(Figure 1). This records the gift of a new wing for the 
hospital by returning ex-servicemen in memory of 
their comrades who fell in the First World War.

The plaque was acquired by the late Linda Newell 
(at that time Museum Administrator) from a local 
fundraising sale. The prime importance of the 
plaque is the story it tells, but it also has an intrinsic 
value as scrap metal. It was perhaps for this latter 
reason that the plaque was originally mounted high 
up on the hospital wing for which the ex-servicemen 
paid – even though it was at a height that made it 
impossible to read. Your committee are adamant 
that this important object should be returned to the 
surgery so that patients will have the opportunity to 
read it and understand the story behind it.

An Emsworth resident, Kate McKenzie has been 
retained by the surgery to advise on the décor. 
The potential alternative locations for the plaque 
have been discussed, and it is likely that it will be 
mounted in a public area inside the building at a 
height which allows it to be read.

The Museum holds two pictures lent by the Friends 
of Emsworth Victoria Cottage Hospital (now Friends 
of Emsworth Community Healthcare) in 2006, which 
used to hang in the hospital. All parties agree that 
these pictures should go back to the new surgery. 
They are recorded as a pair in the Museum’s records.

One of these pictures is a picture of flowers and 
it was easily found by curator, Phil Magrath in the 

Figure 1. Bronze plaque recording the gift of an extension 
to the hospital by ex-service men in memory of their fallen 
comrades

store. The second is a picture of Emsworth Quay 
by local artist David Holmes and this was a lot 
more elusive. Eventually, Phil found a picture of the 
correct description, but the accession number did 
not match. A chance glance at the bottom of the 
stairs revealed the missing picture, screwed to the 
wall. Although of the same scene, and by the same 
artist, these pictures were painted a few years apart. 
The giveaway is the signage on the restaurant “36 on 
the Quay”. On one picture, there is no sign and the 
Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club boathouse is built of 
wood lap. This is pre-1977 – before the Sailing Club 
moved across the road. The second picture has a 
sign on the restaurant and the boathouse is built of 
brick and flint. This must have been painted around 
1980 (Figure 2).

Wooden signs 
The Museum also holds three wooden signs which 
designate beds in memory of individuals. It is not 
clear whether these came from the Victoria Cottage 
Hospital or the Northlands Maternity Hospital. 
However, one of the donors was a man, so the 
balance of probability is that the signs came from 
the Cottage Hospital. 

There is an extensive collection of old photographs 
in the Museum. It is thought that some of those of 
the Cottage Hospital could be reprinted and added 
to the display.

Establishing a new, enlarged surgery in the old 
Cottage Hospital building has been one of the 
defining achievements of the Emsworth Community 
in recent times. The Museum is proud to be 
contributing to the planned record of its history.

Figure 2. David Holmes’ picture of Emsworth Quay. Note 
brick and flint boathouse. This picture was lent to the 
Museum by the Friends of Emsworth Victoria Cottage 
Hospital in 2006 when the hospital closed
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Above: A visitor in the P G Wodehouse study area

Left: Some of the display boards in the Winter Working 
Exhibition

Cheese and Wine Evening
In 2008 we invited the members of the P G 
Wodehouse Society to visit Emsworth Museum 
and this year we have again done so.  As Museum 
members will know, during ‘lockdown’ our Main 
Room has been transformed and one of the 
main alterations has been the removal of the P G 
Wodehouse Corner to a more prominent central 
position around the fireplace.

So in order to celebrate one of Emsworth’s most 
notable citizens we are holding a Cheese and Wine 
Evening on Friday, 22nd October at 6pm.  We are 
hoping that some of our members would like to 
meet and chat with visitors from the P G Wodehouse 
Society to enjoy a pleasant evening and perhaps gain 
some knowledgeable insights into the early life of 
‘Plum’.

As Covid restrictions are still hovering it would be 
helpful if anyone interested in attending on the 22nd 
October would notify Dorothy Bone (dorothybone@
btinternet.com) in order to assess numbers.

Margaret Rogers

Winter Working
This year’s opening exhibition in the David Rudkin 
Room showed research activities and some of the 
work done to the Main Room exhibition space 
during the Museum’s long winter closure.

Curated by Chairman, Trevor Davies, the temporary 
display which ran until 11th July encapsulated a wide 
variety of changes. Work began the night we closed 
with the removal and storage of the contents of 
the P G Wodehouse Corner gallery. Next the Swing 
Boards in front of the hidden Warblington UDC 
Portland stone fireplace were removed and stored 
before being returned to a new position to the left 
of the Main Room entrance. Andy Raitt of Stonecrest 
Monumental Masons gave his services for free and 
renovated the fireplace. A fire was bought on ebay 
and a colour chosen for the new study backdrop. 

The maple floor was stripped, sanded and varnished 
by Just Wood Ltd to bring it back to its true vibrancy. 
The Madgwick Clock was restored pro bono by 
retired clockmaker, Wayne Buckner, and now takes 
pride of place in the Wodehouse study.

A second new cabinet came from Germany and was 
installed in the Museum prior to the re-opening on 
29th May. It now houses the conserved wedding 
dress and christening robe which form part of 
the John Lewis bequest. This John Lewis was an 
Emsworth ropemaker whose work is also shown in 
the exhibition. 

The life of Warblington’s  Admiral Sir Dudley North 
also featured. Among other events in an eventful 
career was the time he played Henry VIII in a 
splendid pageant held in the grounds of his home.


