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Mayor of Havant and Mayor of Havant and 
Dr Margaret Rule re-open 
museum for 2008 season

David Rudkin, Director of  
Fishbourne Roman Palace, 

fi rst to visit special exhibition 
about Emsworth’s oysters

Councillor Victor Pierce Jones together with Dr Margaret Rule, 
President of E.M.&H.T re-open the museum on 22nd March 2008

20th ANNIVERSARY OF THE OPENING OF EMSWORTH MUSEUM
On Friday 29 July 1988 Emsworth Museum was offi cially opened by the Earl of Bessborough - the fi rst President 

of Emsworth Maritime and Historical Trust - with Members invited on Saturday 30th. 
The museum was opened to all residents of Emsworth on the following Saturday. 

After all the building work and modifi cations in the museum over the past eighteen months this is an ideal time to refl ect on 
past achievements and look forward to a successful and exciting future. 

You are invited to celebrate the 20th anniversary of  this milestone in the history of Emsworth at a soiree 
at The Brookfi eld Hotel, on Sunday 27th July 2008. The event will begin with a reception at 4.30 p.m. 

followed by a light summer tea and music by the Kaleidoscope Palm Court Trio.

The cost for this event is £12.50p per person. If you would like to come please complete the reply slip on page 7

More about opening inside
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Dates for your diary
EMSWORTH MUSEUM RE-OPENED ON EASTER SATURDAY

22 MARCH              Exhibition in the David Rudkin Room
-  27 APRIL              “Emsworth’s Oysters”

3 - 25 MAY               Exhibition in the David Rudkin Room 
                                 “Many Hands Make Light (Patch) Work” by Bourne Quilters

5 - 9 MAY                 Holiday to Devon

    Emsworth Museum is registered for Museums & Galleries month

10 / 11 MAY             May Days Art Trail in Emsworth

31 MAY                    Exhibition in the David Rudkin Room
 - 29 JUNE               “Emsworth Trees” by Emsworth Tree Wardens               

19 JUNE                  Treasure Hunt  (see page 6)

26 JUNE                  Visit to British Museum and Tutankhamun
                                Exhibition   (see page 6) 

5 - 27 JULY              Exhibition in the David Rudkin Room
                                 “What Lies Beneath” by C.H.C.

17 JULY                   Cream Tea at 42 Beacon Square (see page 6)

27 JULY                   20th anniversary celebration of opening of museum in July 1988 (see front cover)

2 - 31 AUGUST       Exhibition in the David Rudkin Room
                                “More on P.G.Wodehouse”

25 AUGUST             Emsworth Show    (see page 6)  

6 - 28    Exhibition in the David Rudkin Room
SEPTEMBER          “St.Nicholas Church, Thorney Island - A Beacon 
                                 of Faith” by Southbourne with Thorney P.C.C.

4 - 26 OCTOBER    Exhibition in the David Rudkin Room
                                “On the Emsworth Stage”  
                                 Amateur Dramatics in Emsworth                                     

    

EXHIBITIONS IN THE DAVID RUDKIN ROOM - 2009 onwards

Exhibitions in the David Rudkin Room for 2008 have been arranged (see above). 

If you are interested in helping to plan the special displays for 2009 please contact Dorothy Bone 

- telephone number and email address on the front cover.   Many thanks.
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Admin’s Alcove
Well – we made it!!

Easter is now over, and our fi rst target has been met.  It was a major target to make sure that the Rudkin room 
and the activity room were ready to be opened properly at Easter.  Despite lots of delays and frustrations we 
have a set of rooms that will do justice to everything that we want to display in them.  Chris Treagust and 
Richard Parham are to be congratulated for their willingness to step into the breach at the last moment and 
help us with the fi nal steps.

While I was running around trying to move things out of the way of workmen, I was also helping our 
Vice-Chairman, John Tweddell, with a fantastic project in conjunction with Chichester Harbour Conservancy. 
They provided the money and we provided the workers.  We joined with Chichester District Archaeological 
Society to do a survey of the oyster ponds that are down on the foreshore.  As many of you will be aware, 
these are being damaged by the elements, and it was an opportunity to try to understand their construction and 
their part in the oyster industry of the late 19th century.  The CDAS did the hard work of digging at low tide on 
very cold days, while I sat in nice warm research rooms fi nding out as much as possible.  The fi nal joint effort is 
now on display in the Rudkin Room.

In order to get as much publicity as possible for this exhibition, we arranged a VIP and press launch on 
Tuesday 18th March.  David Rudkin from Fishbourne Roman Palace did the honours with the scissors on the 
ribbon, and we made some very useful contacts for the future of the Museum.  The Harbour Conservancy was 
very happy with the outcome of the project, and we could be working more closely with them in future.  As the 
space in the Museum is rather restricted we were unable to invite many members to this event, but Dorothy, 
Geoff and Gerry represented you all.

The main opening of the Museum happened on Easter Saturday as usual, with the Mayor of Havant opening 
the Museum and Dr. Margaret Rule, our President, opening the Oyster Archaeology Exhibition.  If you were 
unable to pop in over Easter, please do go in over the next few weekends, and you will see what a big 
difference the two rooms make to the overall effect of the Museum.

It is now onwards and upwards.  We have asked Chris Treagust to complete the work in the reception area, 
with storage and display areas for our souvenirs, and then we will complete the storage part of the offi ce.  
Once that has been completed you will see how neat and tidy it can all look.  For the time being, we have 
covers over the mounds of artefacts that are lying in the offi ce, but we need the window clear to allow light 
through into the reception area.

Our new cleaning lady, Sue, is settling in, and is really enjoying herself working for us, so the housework side 
of things is sorted.  Thankfully, because that is not an area I excel at!!

Those of you who have been into the Museum will have seen our new computer and printer sitting on the side, 
waiting to be installed.  This came courtesy of a grant from the Museum Development Fund for the sum of 
£500.00 and we have just heard that we have our second grant, of £960.00, from them to purchase our 
second computer with printer and camera, which will be used to store all the archives on.  Andrew Bloxham 
has worked manfully on his own to enter all the records on the MODES archiving system, and he can now 
have it all downloaded from his computer onto ours, and that means that we can work on this programme in 
the Museum.  It will also mean that the public can search for all the archives relating to their interests, which 
will make us a better site for them to visit for their research.  We are now looking to put all our videos and audio 
tapes onto more up-to-date formats so that we can play them on the computers as well.

Life never stays still, and if any of you are not involved in our work, please do come along and be involved.  
We are all going to be doing research on what we have, as well as searching for more stories, so there is work 
for all.  I think Dorothy is still looking for willing volunteers to take on some of the tasks that have been dropped 
by older members and have therefore devolved on her.  Please do help her.  We cannot expect her to run the 
whole Museum herself.  She does need to sleep sometimes.

This year is the 20th anniversary of the Museum being opened to the public, and there are details of our 
celebrations elsewhere in this newsletter.  Please do come along.  I am sure it will be a lovely occasion, 
and if the weather is also good to us it will make it really memorable.  I look forward to meeting you all 
on this occasion.

Linda.
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First exhibition for 2008 highlights 
the rise and fall of Emsworth’s 

oyster industry in the 19th century

Following the detailed survey of 
Emsworth’s foreshore and an 
intensive examination of the 
museum archives, details of 
Emsworth’s oyster industry 
have emerged from the past

Based on the results of the Trust’s 
latest project, illustrator Marian 
Forster has created an artists 
impression of how the oyster pens 
on the town’s foreshore would 
have looked in 1900.  

Following three months of 
research and investigation, a 
picture is emerging of a major 
industry which exported almost 
fi ve million oysters every year to 
destinations across the country. 

Make sure that you visit this very 
special exhibition before it closes 
on Sunday 27th April.

      Photograph by Frances Sweeney 

Artist Marian Forster and David Rudkin, Director of  Fishbourne Roman Palace, look at the 
Emsworth oyster pens survey map created during the project
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Oysters have been fi shed in 
Emsworth and Chichester Harbour 
for centuries reaching its peak during 
the second half of the 19th century. 
At the height of the industry, about 
fi ve million oysters a year came out 
of Emsworth and half the employed 
population of Emsworth earned their 
living from fi shing and the industries 
that support it, such as boat building. 

The oysters were mostly dredged 
from the sea-bed by large smacks 
which brought the oysters from far 
and wide into Emsworth harbour. 

They were then transferred to either 
the oyster pens on the foreshore, 
or a large structure called the Ark 
where they were cleaned and sorted 
according by size.

The bubble burst when the Dean 
of Winchester died in 1902 and 
the blame was laid on polluted 
Emsworth oysters. Following 
inspection of the oyster beds 
sewage contamination was 
confi rmed and the sale of Emsworth 
oysters immediately slumped. 
Emsworth’s prosperity went from 

boom to bust, and almost 400 locals lost 
their livelihoods almost overnight.

How could the oyster industry grown 
to such a size in Victorian times and 
how did it all end so suddenly? The 
Emsworth Maritime and Historical Trust 
(EM&HT) and the Chichester District 
Archaeological Society (CDAS) have 
join together for a unique study of the 
old oyster beds on the foreshore at 
Emsworth.

Using professional archaeological 
consultants from The Hampshire and 
Wight Trust for Maritime Archaeology 
have been working with volunteers, 
and supported by partner organisations 
and support staff to survey the oyster 
pens on Emsworth’s foreshore. Running 
in parallel, archivists from Emsworth 
Museum have been delving into the 
records held in Hampshire and West 
Sussex to help put the physical evidence 
discovered during the survey work on 
the foreshore. Funding for this project 
is through a grant from the Chichester 
Harbour Sustainable Development Fund.

Nev and Mary Haskins who headed up the foreshore survey team with 
Linda Newell EMHT Administrator

Photograph by Frances Sweeney 
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Membership Matters

A Big ‘Thank you’ to all our members for sending their subscriptions 
and updating their membership details so promptly.  Thanks also 
for the signed the Gift Aid declarations – at a rough guess these 
should increase our income by about £300 this year and £80 a year 
thereafter.

Membership Cards

Cards for members who pay their subscription by cheque are en-
closed with this Newsletter (members paying by standing order will 
already have received theirs with the January Newsletter).

No cards received?  It probably means that I have yet to receive 
your subscription and that your membership  lapsed at the end of 
March.  

I am happy to deal with any membership queries on my 
home number: 01243 375740

50/50 Club Standing Orders

As you may know, our preferred method for receiving subscriptions 
is by standing order – it usually saves so much time, effort and a lot 
of postage.  At least it did until now!

But, Alliance and Leicester (our bank for the 50/50 Club) have 
decided to change their sort code and account number without our 
knowledge.  Some of our members own banks seem to have coped 
with the change but others are unable to process existing standing 
orders.  Naturally, the banks will only deal with their own customers 
so there is nothing that the Trust can do at this stage.  However, if 
your own bank is unable to process your standing order it will send 
you a letter asking for our bank details which are:

Bank:     Alliance & Leicester
Account:          Emsworth Maritime & Historical Trust 50/50 
Club    
Account Number:   95949404
Sort Code:        72-00-01

I am very sorry for any inconvenience caused by these changes 
which are not of our making.  However, if you do have any problems 
with this, do please call me on 01243 375740.

In spite of all this we still prefer payment by standing order but 
you should not use any of the older standing order forms (typed in 
black) such as were printed in the January Newsletter.  New ones, 
printed in blue with the correct details, are now available from me 
or from the Museum.     

Peter Morse
Membership Secretary & 50/50 Club Organiser

EMSWORTH SHOW 
MONDAY 25th AUGUST 2008

We will again have a stand at the 
Emsworth Show and most of the books, 
cards and “Terror” items etc. that can 
be purchased in the museum will be 
on sale. But we also need to sell good 
quality bric-a-brac to raise the money 
required to pay for the hire of the stand. 
If you have items (not electrical goods 
or clothes) that would be suitable please 
save them for us - details of where you 
can deliver them will be printed in the 
August Newsletter.  

Please note the date in your diary and 
if you can help either before or on the 
day of the show please let Dorothy Bone 
know. Telephone number and email 
address on the front cover.     

Cream teas at the 
Bloxhams  

Come and have an enjoyable 
afternoon and eating those 
delicious cream buns and enjoy the company..       
Cost £5.00 per person

Please return form on opposite page

TREASURE HUNT 
19 JUNE 2008

How well do you know Emsworth? Come 
along on 19th June, enjoy a pleasant walk 
and at the same time test your powers of 
observation and also learn more about 
Emsworth and its history. The hunt starts 
from Emsworth Museum at 7.00p.m. and 
should last for about 1 hour. You return to 
the museum for a cup of tea or squash and 
a biscuit and to check your answers to the 
clues which, this year, are being set by the 
winners of the 2007 Treasure Hunt. There 
will be a small prize for the winner or 
winning team. The fee to take part is £1.00 
per person payable on the night. If you 
would like more information contact 
Dorothy Bone - telephone number and 
email address on the front cover.

Tutankhamun
Exhibition 

Those members who have signed on, 
Eddie would appreciate payment of their 
second installment as soon as convenient.
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Return slip to the Bloxhams address given below 
not later than the 5th. July, please or telephone 01243 378850.

42 Beacon Square, Emsworth , PO10 7HU   

Name   __________________________________    No. in party ________________
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The views expressed by contributors to this newsletter do not necessarily refl ect those of the General Committee.
All rights are reserved. Contact the editor for permission to use material.

If you would like to provide a news article or illustrations for the newsletter, please send to the editor, 
John Tweddell at jtweddell@btinternet.com (fi les prefered to hard copy)

Printed by PDC Copyprint of Havant (Tel: 02392 471333)

Return to: Hon. Secretary, Dorothy Bone, at 24 Hollybank Lane, Emsworth PO10 7UE by 17th May 2008.

I / we would like to come on Sunday 27th July 2008 at 4.30 p.m. and enclose a cheque 
(made out to Emsworth Maritime and Historical Trust) for 

£       for    persons.

Name

Address

Please enclose a stamped, self addressed envelope for an acceptance reply to be sent to you. 

£       for    persons.£       for    persons.

Kaleidoscope Palm Court Trio’s latest CD 

20th ANNIVERSARY OF THE OPENING OF EMSWORTH MUSEUM 
BOOK NOW BY RETURNING THE FORM BELOW

              Sunday 27th July 2008 at 4.30 p.m. 
       Includes music by the Kaleidoscope Palm Court Trio.       Includes music by the Kaleidoscope Palm Court Trio.       Includes music by the Kaleidoscope Palm Court Trio.       Includes music by the Kaleidoscope Palm Court Trio.

       Hear them play at        Hear them play at        Hear them play at        Hear them play at 
              www.7digital.com/artists/kaleidoscope-palm-court-trio

              The cost for this event is £12.50p per person. 
       If you would like to come please complete        If you would like to come please complete        If you would like to come please complete        If you would like to come please complete 
       the reply slip in the centre of this page        the reply slip in the centre of this page        the reply slip in the centre of this page        the reply slip in the centre of this page     .

The Brookfi eld Hotel



The rest of this page is blank because of the return forms on other side

50/50 Club
A list of the monthly winners is normally published at the Museum but, for the convenience of members is also 
published below.

Winners for 2008 

    1st Prize     2nd prize    1st Prize     2nd prize    1st Prize     2nd prize
Month         Ticket No.         Member   Ticket No. MemberMonth         Ticket No.         Member   Ticket No. MemberMonth         Ticket No.         Member   Ticket No. Member

January  77  Mr A Stewart-Fitzroy  150  Mrs S Thompson-CoonJanuary  77  Mr A Stewart-Fitzroy  150  Mrs S Thompson-CoonJanuary  77  Mr A Stewart-Fitzroy  150  Mrs S Thompson-Coon
February 72  Mrs M Whiteley   141  Mrs J MansellFebruary 72  Mrs M Whiteley   141  Mrs J MansellFebruary 72  Mrs M Whiteley   141  Mrs J Mansell
March  33  Mrs P Barge   16   Mrs A AllenMarch  33  Mrs P Barge   16   Mrs A AllenMarch  33  Mrs P Barge   16   Mrs A Allen
April  29  Mr P Bowman   10  Mr A FoxApril  29  Mr P Bowman   10  Mr A FoxApril  29  Mr P Bowman   10  Mr A Fox
    
    1st Prize is currently £30    and 2nd prize is £10.

The Club is growing - why not Join?
Please contact Peter Morse on 01243 375740 for an application form.

NB  Please do not use old 50/50 Membership forms (printed in black) – the account number is no longer correct.

    


