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A Presentation Ceremony attended 
by some 25 members took place in 
the Rudkin Room on 15th May. This 
was to record the gift by Christine 
Normand of  Articles of  Agreement 

dated 1792 of  the Poor House in 
North Street.   It described what the 
Poor House inmates were entitled to 
by way of  food, clothes, fuel and 
washing.  

It stipulated that these were to be 
regularly checked as to quantity and 
quality in return for earning their 
keep.  It also gave precise details as 
to their pay. Christine was welcomed 
by Chairman Gerry Williams and 
then formally handed over the 
document to Margaret Rogers. 
 Thanking Christine, Margaret 
outlined some of  the contents of  the 
Agreement, saying how relevant they 
are, both to the straightened 
economic times in the late 18th 
century and now. 
Details of   how local historian 
Christine Normand found this 
fascinating piece of  local history 
 complete with wax seals, in a book 
by Longcroft, in a second-hand 
bookshop have been published in 
past editions of  the Emsworth 

Echo. They were with some papers 
originally belonging to Charles 
Longcroft, former Mayor and 
Solicitor of  Havant.  Realising the 
document’s importance she then had 
it professionally restored and 
conserved. 
Christine’s generous gift is a most 
welcome addition to the Museum’s 
archive collection. 
                  Margaret Rogers

POOR HOUSE 
Articles of  Agreement

This colourful 
exhibition in June was 
very popular. Visitors 
enjoyed talking with 
members of  the group 
and watching them 
demonstrate their skill. 
Some worked on hand 
embroidery whilst the 
organiser of  the display 
brought her sewing 
machine along each time 

she gave a 
demonstration. Some of  
their embroidered cards 
were for sale and at the 
end of  the month they 
donated almost £40.00 
to the Trust - 20% of  
the money taken. 
The first weekend of  
the display coincided 
with the Emsworth Art 
Trail when lots of

people came to the town to visit 
artists in their studios.



Dates for your diary
6th - 29th August       Exhibition in the David Rudkin Room - “90th Anniversary of  Emsworth
                                   Slipper Sailing Club” including the refurbishment of  Quay Mill in 1977

29th August               Emsworth Show

3rd                             Exhibition in the David Rudkin Room - “Chichester Harbour
 - 25th September      Conservancy - Celebrating 40 years Managing Chichester Harbour”

5th - 8th September   Holiday to Kent.

1st - 30th October      Exhibition in the David Rudkin Room - “Emsworth in 1911”

31st October             “Solent Historic Wreck Sites – Excluding the Mary Rose”
                                  An illustrated talk by Cdr. John Bingeman in Mountford Rooms 1 & 2,
                                  Church Path Community Centre starting at 7.30p.m. (see below)

21st November         “The Story of  St. Peter’s Chapel: Ambition in the Face of  Neglect”
                                  An illustrated talk by Philip Robinson in Mountford Rooms 1 & 2, Church
                                  Path Community Centre starting at 7.30p.m. (see below)

December                  Stewards’ Christmas “Thank You” Tea party.
                                  More information and invitations with the November Emsworth Echo.

Emsworth Museum is open every weekend from Easter Saturday until the end of  October on Saturdays and 
Bank Holidays from 10.30a.m. until 4.30p.m.
Fridays in August 2.30p.m. - 4.30p.m.
and on Sundays from 2.30p.m. until 4.30p.m.                         
ADMISSION FREE. We are always grateful for financial donations to help with the costs of  running the museum.

      
“Solent Historic Wreck Sites – Excluding the Mary Rose”
Cdr. Bingeman is an ex Navy diver. The talk will cover 6 wreck sites including HMS Invincible.
Members who have booked to go on the September holiday to Kent will know that the excursion on day 2 is to 
Chatham Dockyard where a number of  artefacts from HMS Invincible are displayed.

“The Story of  St. Peter’s Chapel: Ambition in the Face of  Neglect”
This talk will suggest why the Chapel was built, how it developed in the early 19th century and was finally absorbed 
into the Parochial District of  Emsworth.
A tale of  determination, ambition and finally tragedy.

ADMISSION:  Members of  E. M. and H. T.   £1.00.     Non Members   £2.00
PLEASE NOTE – the day of  the week has changed
In past years talks have been held on Thursday evenings. The two arranged for the autumn are on MONDAY 
evenings. It is likely that in future all evening talks will be held on Monday.

Dorothy Bone 01243 373780

TALKS



As many of  you know a small part 
of  Emsworth Museum is devoted 
to P.G. Wodehouse, the comic 
novelist creator of  Jeeves and 
Wooster and Lord Emsworth.  He 
lived in Emsworth for 10 years from 
1904 until 1914, when he sailed for 
America just as the 1st World War 
started.  He kept in touch by letter 
with his housekeeper for many 
years, until her death in 1974; he 
died in 1975.  While he was in 
Emsworth he was just beginning his 
writing career, but he used 
experiences from this area to create 
his comic masterpieces.  The 
Museum and several members of  
the Trust are members of  the P.G. 
Wodehouse Society, which means 
that we are able to maintain fairly 
close links with Wodehouse scholars 
and experts.  Drawing on this 
connection I have helped the 
Brookfield Hotel to arrange a 
weekend break devoted to P.G. 
Wodehouse, and details of  the event 
are elsewhere in the newsletter.   
Over the last few weeks I have been 
sorting through all our Wodehouse 
information and have been amazed 
to find a wonderful archive of  
letters and experiences from old 
boys of  Emsworth House School, 
where P.G. Wodehouse stayed and 
visited.  When the “Emsworth’s 
Plum” booklet about P.G. 
Wodehouse and Emsworth is 
reprinted, I hope to be able to add a 
section about the school.   It is 
fascinating.

I hope those of  you who visit the 
Museum have seen the work that 
Joyce and Linda have been doing in 

the archive room recently. We have 
also now started labelling the files, 
to make it easier for people to 
consult them all.  Our brief  for the 
Museum is to collect, store and 
maintain the collection of  
Emsworth history, but I do think it 
is also very important to share that 
information.  Nothing can be worse 
than archives that are shut away and 
never consulted.  This may be why 
Museums are considered boring, 
because no-one may touch anything. 
 I would like Emsworth Museum to 
be living and breathing, and 
hopefully this is what we are 
working towards by making all our 
information accessible.

We have several people now 
beavering away at various projects, 
and once they are in a reasonable 
format they will be ready to share 
with all.  The 50/50 club is essential 
to help us achieve some of  our 
targets, and I do thank all those who 
are committed to this, because this 
extra funding does help with all 
sorts of  little things, as well as the 
bigger items.  We hopefully will 
have some new lights in the main 
room soon, and Margaret Rogers 
has purchased  new audio/visual 
equipment with help from the 
50/50 funds.  If  you are not already 
contributing to the Museums aims 
by buying tickets for the 50/50 then 
please can I urge you to look at this? 
 You may even be lucky and win 
one of  the monthly prizes.

I hope many of  you came to see the 
Maurice Broomfield exhibition, and 
I do thank Wendy Bright and Clive 

Pugh, with assistance from John 
Tweddell, for all their efforts in 
curating this exhibition.  It was very 
attractive and many people found it 
charming.  We do have some 
additional photographs which 
appear to have been some that 
Maurice was experimenting with. 
They are similar to the mounted 
ones so we are quite prepared for 
anyone who is interested to 
purchase some of  them, especially 
if  you or members of  your family 
are featured in them.  Later I hope 
to hang some of  these pictures as a 
permanent exhibition within the 
main area of  the Museum.

Stitchmakers’ exhibition was a 
complete contrast, and such 
wonderful colours.  We were also 
very lucky that the ladies wanted to 
demonstrate and share their skills, 
and so came to do demonstrations 
each weekend.  When they sold 
items they also gave a percentage to 
the Museum, for which we thank 
them.

We still have some interesting 
exhibitions to come, and next year 
seems to be shaping up nicely as 
well, especially as we will have the 
London Olympics to look forward 
to. I am sure we will be able to link 
into that in some way.  We are 
hoping to arrange an event in 
Emsworth to coincide with the 
Olympic Torch procession at the 
beginning of  the celebrations, so do 
keep an eye open for more details in 
future  newsletters.
          Linda.

Admin's Alcove

Local Interviews 

Tony Smith (Manager and Founder 
of  Angel Radio) interviewed 
Christine Normand about the 
Poorhouse document. 
See the article on the donation of  
this fascinating document  on 
Page 8. 
Some weeks earlier Tony recorded 

John Tweddell speaking about his 
memories of  Maurice Broomfield 
and describing the exhibition of  
Maurice’s photographs.  Both 
interviews are excellent and very 
interesting. Tony Smith has now 
donated a CD containing these 
interviews to the museum. It is 
included with the collection of  oral 
history recordings.

       



A surprise visit by David 
Willetts MP got this informative 
exhibition in July off  to a good 
start. 
The club was founded around 
1811 and the history of  the 
Club was attractively displayed 
on the wall boards around the 
David Rudkin Room.  

Trophies and cricket 
memorabilia filled the three glass 
cabinets. 

P.G Wodehouse was one of  the 
club's famous members.

In addition to the exhibition the 
Club celebrated the 200 year 
milestone by organising cricket 
matches throughout the month 
of  July including a special match 
with a team from the MCC. The 
exhibition was set up by Lee 
Gray and Dougie Dunn.

 “A Celebration of  200 Years of  Cricket in Emsworth” 

On a pleasant June evening 26 
adults and 13 Cubs happily set 
off  from the museum in search 
of  answers to clues set by Lesley 
and Tom Edens who got top 
marks in the 2010 Treasure 
Hunt. 

Later the museum buzzed with 
anticipation when everyone 
returned to see how well they 
had done. The winners this year 
were Mary Taylor, Elizabeth 
Horsell and Sally Church 
(pictured above) who were 
delighted and very surprised at 
their success. 

One of  the teams of  Cubs from 
the first Emsworth Livingstone 
pack tied for third place – a great 
achievement and showed their 
keenness and powers of  
observation.

 All said that it had been an 
enjoyable evening and hoped to 
come again next year. The 
winners are already planning the 
route for 2012.

          
Dorothy Bone

Many of  the longer serving 
members of  the Trust will 
remember the Emsworth Papers 
prepared by Roy and Sheila 
Morgan and Tony Yoward some 
years ago.  Can I remind you, and 
also inform our newer members, 
that they are still available? 

Roy and Sheila prepared Papers 1 
to 4 and Tony prepared No. 5.  In 
the last two years I have started 
adding to them. 

 I am not sure if  you are aware of  
them, as they are now in a 
different format.
John Tweddell helped to prepare 
No. 6 which is the 
P.G.Wodehouse Trail around 
Emsworth, while No. 7 is the new 
History of  the War Memorials of  
Emsworth leaflet.  
Hopefully we will be able to add 
to these over the next few years.

Nos. 1 to 5 are A4 sheets and are 
priced at 25p.
No. 6 is A4 folded priced at 25p.

No. 7 is an A5 booklet priced at 
£1.00.
In future newsletters I hope to 
highlight some of  the other items 
that we sell in the Museum.  If  
you are unable to come into the 
Museum during the weekend to 
purchase these, then do 
remember that I am in the 
Museum on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 2.00pm to 
4.00pm.
     Linda

Annual Treasure Hunt

EMSWORTH PAPERS



As more of  us become computer literate and use the computer as a source of  
information for activities and outings, the committee have been concerned 

about the appearance of  our website.  However, time and means to deal with it have been in short supply and 
so it has had to be slotted into the long list of  things to do.  Now Dorothy, Marguerita, Wendy and myself  
have got together to do something about it.  Our initial thoughts have been sent to David Linington, who is 
our web steward, and he has put them into a mock-up for us.  After considering this, we have now got to 
start writing lots of  articles to fill in all the pages, and also finding interesting photos.  Keep an eye on it if  
you have a computer and when it goes “live” I will let you all know and you can tell us what you think. 
 www.emsworthmuseum.co.uk
      Linda

Henry Edgar Adair Lewis , Eddie 
to those who knew him, was born 
and brought up in a family home 
on a plantation in Jamaica. When 
WWII interrupted his studies he 
volunteered for the R.A.F. After 
training in Carman and the U.K. he 
qualified as a Pilot Officer. He flew 
many types of  aircraft including the 
Anson and  was a First Class 
Bomber.

He studied Electrical Engineering at 
Imperial College and in 1965 as a 
Reliability Engineer  he was able to 
resume flying again at Biggin Hill 
whilst being involved in testing the 
automatic landing devices for 
Concorde.

Eddie married Heather in 1956 and 
they moved to Southbourne in 1971 
when he was employed at Marconi 
Space and Defence Systems in 
Portsmouth. Eddie was very active 
in the churches of  St. John's in 
Southbourne and St. Nicholas in 
Thorney Island. He and Heather 
supported the Padres and became 
Lay Ministers of  Holy Communion, 
Eddie serving as a P.C.C. Member, 
Treasurer and Sidesman. They both 
worked enthusiastically on fund 
raising for the restoration of  St. 
Nicholas.

Eddie worked hard for the EM&HT, 
serving on the General Committee 
plus being Chairman of  the Social 
and Fund Raising Committee for 
about 10 years. The organised trips 
were meticulously planned and 
enjoyed by many. I remember the 
sun always shone on these occasions 
- hence they were affectionately 
known as  Eddie  Days.

 Along with Adrian Fox and others, 
he helped build up the EMHT's 
collection of  videos and 
photographs.  Along with Tessa 
Daines he  encouraged the 
participation of  children at the 
exhibitions and museum displays. 
He was an enthusiastic Steward - 
members were always glad to see 
him. He and Heather were recently 
awarded well deserved  Life 
Memberships. Eddie attended events 
and AGMs until his health declined.

He was a gifted 
photographer and an all-
round sportsman.  He 
rowed for Imperial 
College and raced a 
Flying Fifteen'' at 
Hayling Island Sailing 
Club for several years. 
Right into his 80s he 
sailed a Corribee from 
Emswortlh.

Eddie was a quiet humble man. He 
liked things done correctly and well. 
There was always a generous 
welcome at his home and his family 
meant everything to him. When he 
peacefully passed away at home on
Good Friday his family were with 
him. His faith was deep and 
sustained him and Heather through 
hard times.

He sang the hymn “He Who Would 
Valiant Be'' frequently at Munro 
College in Jamaica and it was one of  
his chosen hymns at his funeral 
service. Eddie was indeed valiant.

We in the EMHT remember Eddie 
with love and affectionate gratitude.

     Cathy Rudkin

WEBSITE

Thank you to John Tweddell for sparing his valuable time to take the majority of  
the photos in this issue.

Thank you also to Stephen Borland for his very generous sponsorship of  the colour 
pages over the past year.



 You will be pleased to know that the 50/50 club has 
made it possible for the Museum to purchase a new video 
camera and Blueray DVD player.  

The DVD player is now in constant use and is proving 
very popular with Museum visitors.  

Below, Margaret Rogers tells how the camera will be used 
with the Oral History project. 
 
 In addition to our usual first and second prizes of  £30 
and £10 there will be an additional prize of  £50 in the 
December draw.  This will take place at a forthcoming 
Stewards meeting.
     Peter Morse

EM&HT 50/50 Club

Due to the generous sponsorship by the 50/50 Club members the Museum has now been able to purchase a high 
definition Panasonic camcorder costing £740 for future Oral History interviews.  The model chosen was one of  
Panasonic’s best and most advanced and was selected after some considerable research but thought to be an extremely 
worthwhile use of  the Club’s money.  It will enable the Museum to project interviews and events on the screen in the 
study area.  By so doing visitors will be able to not only hear but see people happy to record their reminiscences and so 
build up a lively and interesting archive, hopefully encouraging others to participate.  Several members of  the General 
Committee have seen similar presentations in other museums and have commented on how attractive and informative 
they were.  The Museum is always considering ways to attract not only members but the general public into visiting the 
Museum and this promises to be a very good way to do so.  We would like to record our grateful thanks to 50/50 Club 
members who have enabled the Museum to  purchase this equipment and keep right up to date up with the times.
       Margaret Rogers

The 50/50 Club and the changing face of  Oral History

Did you hold a Street Party to celebrate Prince William and Catherine's wedding on 29th April?  Send them to Dorothy 
Bone or Linda Newell so we can add them to our collection.

The Royal Wedding



Our TV/DVD system is now being well used, thanks partially to the exhibitors who have provided suitable material. 
However there are times when it's up to the Stewards to run it and we have a large selection of  material, all indexed. 
Please have a look at what's available. I am now in the process of  copying more of  my original tapes to DVD which 
will be available shortly. I noticed among these a record of  the fascinating Conservancy exhibition on the archaeology 
of  the harbour and the launch ceremony of  the Terror.
      Adrian Fox

We now have 39 members booked for the short holiday to the Chatham Historical Dockyard, Leeds Castle , the 
Roman Museum at Canterbury and Chartwell.  Unfortunately the hotel is now full so, although there will be a few 
empty seats on the coach, we cannot accept any further applications. 
       Peter Morse

"Follow Wodehouse 
to Emsworth"
 
I hope you are all aware that P.G. 
Wodehouse lived in Emsworth 
for 10 years and used many of  his 
experiences as inspiration for his 
stories. 
While I was working at The 
Brookfield Hotel recently I 
helped them set up a short break 
for Wodehouse enthusiasts to 
come and see for themselves 
where the Great Man lived and 
worked.  The event will be held at 
The Brookfield Hotel from 28th 
to 30th October 2011.  It will 
include  accommodation, some 
meals, with entertainment and 

music, as well as talks by 
Wodehouse experts, such as Tony 
Ring and Norman Murphy. A 
visit to Emsworth Museum is on 
the itinerary and time to visit 
Emsworth and the relevant sites 
connected with P.G. Wodehouse 
or a guided walk around the 
town. 
At the moment the price is 
£295.00 for the weekend, with a 
discount of  £20.00 for members 
of  the P.G. Wodehouse Society 
UK.  For those who would like to 
be day delegates to this event I 
would suggest that you contact 
the Brookfield Hotel directly for 
their inclusive non-resident price. 
 01243 373363.
    Linda 

Museum Pictures on the 
BBC website 
Have you seen the publicity on BBC 
Television recently about the Your 
Paintings website? In 2003 the Public 
Catalogue Foundation (a registered 
charity) was set up to create a 
photographic record of  all the oil 
paintings in public ownership or 
available for the public to see in the 
UK. This amounts to over 200,000 
works held in 3,000 galleries, 
museums, libraries and public 
institutions all over the country – 
including

the five oil paintings held in 
Emsworth Museum. Until June of  
this year the PCF collection could 
only be seen in catalogues but now, 
in partnership with the BBC, they 
plan to put them all on to the 
www.bbc.co.uk/yourpaintings 
website. So far over 60,000 paintings 
by 15,000 artists have been put on 
the site.
If  you look for Emsworth Museum 
you will see all five paintings. 
Alternatively if  you look by artist 
name you will find Alan Edgar 
Summers’ “Ebb Tide at Dawn in 

Emsworth Harbour” on page S37, 
Peter Whitham’s “Dolphin Cut” on 
W15, Wickham Smith’s 
“Warblington Church” on W16 and 
Richard Williamson’s “Indian Queen 
of  Emsworth” on W19. The fifth 
painting “Lumley Mill”, which was 
painted before the fire in 1915, is by 
an unknown artist.
When you’ve seen the pictures on 
the website come to the museum 
and see the paintings. They are all on 
display – ask the duty Steward where 
you can find them. 
                 Dorothy Bone 

Museum outing to East Kent , 5th to 8th September

 DVD Collection

Emsworth Show 29th August
As usual the EMHT has a stand at this popular show on Bank Holiday Monday. Please drop in to see us and have a chat.
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This interesting project is 
connected with the 2012 Cultural 
Olympiad and is based at 
Thornham Marina.  
The idea is to construct a boat 
made out of  people memories, i.e. 
using items that people have 
donated that have some meaning 
to them. 

 Many members have shown 
interest in this project and the 
committee thought it would be a 
good idea if  we donated some of  
the wood rescued from Echo and 
Echo II.  

Alan Stewart-Fitzroy went up into 
the loft and found some suitably 
knobbly and interesting pieces of  
wood, and recently I went down 
to the Marina and handed them 
over.  

Not only are they building the 
boat, but the organisers are 
photographing all the donors with 
their donations, as well as 
recording their memories in order 
to produce a book about the 
project. 

I hope you all agree that to 
donate a piece of  a famous 
Emsworth oyster smack 
to produce a new vessel is a 
beautiful way of  perpetuating the 
memory of  the oyster industry. 
 When the project is finished I 
will let you know where you can 
view it. 
The boat sails on it's month long 
maiden voyage in May  2012 and 
will arrive at the River Thames 
for the opening of  the London 
Olympics in July. A crew is 
needed for this so why not 
nominate someone for this at 
www.theboatproject.com. 
Training will be given to those 
without sailing experience.
         Linda

THE BOAT PROJECT

         Dorothy

Emsworth Slipper Sailing Club Exhibition




