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Dictionary of Methodism

by John Vickers

Despite its numerous contributors, the Dictionary of Methodism in 
Britain and Ireland  can claim to be an Emsworth product. As the work 
approaches its twentieth birthday, it may well be time to recognise its 
local origin.

I am a historian whose main focus over the years has been on 
Methodist history. 

John Vickers

Several years after we moved to Emsworth in 
the 1990s I found my mind reverting to the 
need for a single-volume source of reference 
on biographical, historical and other aspects 
of the Methodist movement. Dr Cyril Rodd, 
a biblical scholar and author,  had also 
retired locally and very conveniently was 
the convener of the editorial board of the 
Epworth Press. Through him I was fortunate 
to gain support and encouragement to go 
ahead with the project, and the result was a 
volume of over 400 pages, comprising more 
than 1,600 entries by some 140 contributors. 
But the reins remained firmly in Emsworth 
hands and so far continue to do so, though 
plans are in hand to transfer the Dictionary 
to the Wesley Historical Society’s website.

Quite soon after publication in 2000 I 
became aware of the need for expansion. 
I was fortunate in having my son Stephen 
experienced in the world of information 
technology and its advantages over printed 
sources; and he designed both the database 
and the website we needed to enlarge the 
original Dictionary and to make it much 
more widely available. The permission of 
the Epworth Press who were the copyright 
holders was obtained, and the rest, as they 
inevitably say these days, is ‘history’.

As the twentieth anniversary of the original 
volume approaches, its digital offspring 
continues to expand, to include many 
new entries from past centuries and from 
more recent times. New features include 

appropriate quotations and illustrations 
(chiefly portraits and architecture). The tally 
is gradually approaching 4,000 entries and 
evidence of its usefulness grows daily. The 
online edition is available at 
https://dmbi.online
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