
HOPE VIOLET CORBETT-WILSON (née BREWIS) 
 
 
 
Date of Birth:  18th July 1903, Portsmouth 
Date of Death:  26th March 1987, Bosham 
 
Father:  Capt Charles Richard Wynn Brewis CBE RN 
Mother:  Corry Jeanette Crosby 
Sister:  Dorothy   (dob 18.03.1902) 
Sister:  Betty    (dob 11.08.1905) 
Brother:  Charles   (dob 01.03.1914) 
Sister:  Bobbie Iris  (dob 08.08.1916) 
 
Husband: Group Captain Archibald Corbett-Wilson RAF 
 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In 1898 Hope’s parents met whilst Charles, a Royal Navy surveyor, was serving aboard HMS Penguin.  HMS Penguin was 

involved in surveying the Australian coastline and islands in the Southwestern Pacific (hence Capt Brewis’s later 

appointment to the Lighthouse Service).  Hope’s mother was the daughter of the Hon William Crosby, a successful 

Australian banker and businessman, living in Hobart. 

 

Charles and Corry were married in Sydney (HMS Penguin had been diverted from Hobart, the planned wedding venue, and 

the wedding party had to sail to Sydney at short notice).  For two years after their marriage, Corry lived in Hobart, while 

Charles continued to serve aboard HMS Penguin.  In 1902 the ship returned to England and Corry followed with their first-

born, Dorothy. 

 

For 8 years Charles served as a navigator in the Royal Navy.  In June 1909 Corry heard that her father was seriously ill, and 

the entire family travelled to Hobart.  Charles then returned to England alone in September 1909.  A month after her 

father’s death in February 1910, Corry set off with her daughters Dorothy, Hope, and Betty from Melbourne aboard the SS 

Pericles, heading back to England.  On 30th March the ship struck an uncharted rock 3 miles off Cape Leeuwin, Western 

Australia.  The crew and passengers were safely evacuated and made it to Flinders Bay, but the ship sank and the 

passengers, including Corry and the girls, were left with nothing but the clothes they were wearing when they took to the 

lifeboats. 

 

The trauma of this experience affected Corry badly (and put Hope off sailing for life!) which prompted Charles to resign 

from the Royal Navy, having served 22 years. He returned to Australia where the acting Prime Minister appointed him to be 

a consultant for the Federal Government, to report on the Australian Lighthouse Service (1911-1913).   

 

In early 1926 the family (minus Dorothy, who had married Lt Cdr Peter McNish in 1925) again left Australia for England. 

 

Corry did not settle well in England.  After several temporary residences in the Emsworth area the family purchased 

‘Mayfield’ on Beach Road (No. 33).  Charles then purchased a plot of land on the corner of Warblington Road and Beach 

Road, and had a house built for Dorothy and her husband, who followed them to England.  Dorothy gave birth to a son, 

Robin, in 1928.  Dorothy’s marriage subsequently broke down and in 1934 she divorced her husband, Peter.  In 1935 she 

married Norman Ireland-Smith.  In 1936 the couple sailed for India where Norman was to serve with the Indian Army 

Ordnance Corp.  Dorothy left her son in the care of her parents and Hope.  Sadly, Dorothy died in March 1938 in India. 

 

 
- - - 

 
 

 



Hope was born in 1903 and grew up with an older and younger sister.  The world before World War I was very different to 

that today and it was not expected that daughters would necessarily work.  Hope was educated by governesses on moving 

back to Australia in 1909 where the family lived in a house at Brighton near Melbourne with a garden that reached down to 

the shoreline, and where her two younger siblings were both born.   

 

At the outbreak of war, she was living with her parents and younger siblings to ‘Mayfield’ 33 Beach Road in Emsworth.  Her 

Father listed her occupation as ‘Chauffeuse’.  In reality, Hope was running the house, taking on the role of mother to her 

nephew Robin, probably because Corry, Hope’s mother, wasn’t well.  Her younger brother Charles had been commissioned 

into the Welsh Regiment after Sandhurst and her sister Bobbie in 1939, assisted by an Introductory letter from a neighbour 

(an Admiral) joined the WRNS and became a driver to the Captain of Portsmouth Dockyard. 

 

It was very unusual for young women to drive before World War II but in the Brewis family both Hope and Bobbie 

drove and shared a Morgan 3-wheeler. 

 

She lived with her parents at ‘Mayfield’ which at that time had a large 1 acre garden that went down to the foreshore (her 

father employed two gardeners).  Hope’s mother died of tuberculosis in January 1946.  Hope, her father, and Robin then all 

moved to 6 Tuffs Hard in Bosham Hoe, almost next door to where Hope’s sister Bobbie was living with her husband Charles 

Currey.  Hope was always available to look after Bobbie’s children, driving them to school if the weather wouldn’t allow 

them to cycle, and looking after them when their mother followed their father when he was off ‘Sailing 14s’ (The 

International 14 is a British racing sailboat crewed by 2 sailors.  The class was established in 1928).  It was not unusual for 

more distant family members (or godchildren’s parents) to call upon her services to look after their offspring if they needed 

to be away, and from the mid-1950s she took on casual Deputy Matron duties at Wispers School, a private girls’ boarding 

school based at the time at West Dean House in West Sussex. 

 

Once Robin had left home, and her father had died, Hope moved frequently, upping sticks every couple of years.  She 

remained single until her late ‘sixties when she married ARCHIBALD CORBETT-WILSON.  Corby was a friend of the families 

over many years and 19 years her senior.  Hope took him under her wing following the death of his wife and they married 

in November 1968.  He only lived another year. 

 

Throughout her life Hope expressed herself wonderfully through art, and her relatives treasure the paintings and prints in 

their possession.  In addition to painting and printmaking, Hope wrote a short story for her nephew, Robin, entitled The 

Spell on Warblington Farm.  She probably inherited her artistic talents from her father and enjoyed painting landscapes, 

portraits, boats, and wildlife. 

 

Although she never seriously tried to create a source of income from her art, Molly Way sold copies of Hope’s short story 

and postcards of her artwork in her Bookshop just off the Square in Emsworth.  And Hope was commissioned by Mary 

Soames to create a Christmas card. 

 

Hope and her sister, Bobbie, had a very strong bond.  Bobbie was the leader in the family and Hope was happy to be a 

follower, involved in every aspect of her sister’s family.  Hope’s nephew clearly remembers that it was Hope who sewed 

the name labels into his school unform. 

 

Hope developed breast cancer and was one of the first women in the UK to have radiotherapy following her mastectomy.  

She grew up on the beach in Brighton, near Melbourne, and never lost her love for outdoor swimming, taking to the waters 

of Chichester Harbour every day during the summer months. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



In the Museum Archive: 
 
 Museum has letter from Bobby Currey (Brewis) relating to the research on Stanmore School  
 EMHT812a  in permanent collection EMSEM/Office/Drawer 3/School File 
 
 Drawing of Keppel Lodge West St  EMSEM/Office File/Photographs: 2004  EMHT96.1 
 

The Spell on Warblington Farm EMHT2074  Archive Room/East Side/Lower shelf (with other warblington 
pamphlets) 
 

 Drawing of Warblington castle (postcard) EMHT96.1.1 
 
 

    
Both in private collection (Currey family) 
 
 

  Christmas card - private collection (Soames family) 
 

  family gravestone, Warblington cemetery 


