ELISABETH DIANA MARY KINLOCH (née HOLLISS)

Born: 5th October, 1923 London
Died: 12 January, 2020 Prinsted
Father: Ernest Leonard Peter Holliss (1892-1979)
Mother: Irene Ophir Holliss (née Goddard) (1895-1971)
Brother: John Peter Holliss (1924-2005)
Husband: David Andrew Archibald Kinloch (1928-1981)

Elisabeth served in the Auxiliary Territorial Service or ATS (military regiment number 317752) during the Second
World war. The London Gazette reported (May 1944) that as of 6" April 1944 she was ‘granted comms as 2™
subs’, in other words, a Commission as a Second Subaltern (the equivalent of Second Lieutenant in the Army).
She was discharged from the ATS on 13" December 1947.

The minimum age women were allowed to join the ATS was 18 years old, which means that the earliest Elisabeth

could have joined would have been October 1941.

After the end of the Second World War, Elisabeth studied architecture, part-time, at Kingston School of Art, while
working for West Sussex County Council (possibly in the architecture department). She set up ELISABETH
HOLLISS ARCHITECTS from her bedroom in her mother’s house, Pilgrim Cottage, on Slipper Mill Lane,

Emsworth.

Elisabeth was happy to take on any jobs but throughout her career her commissions were generally small-scale,

usually involving work on existing buildings.

On 12" January 1967, Elisabeth married Andrew Kinloch at St Thomas a Becket Church, Warblington.
Introduced to Elisabeth through a mutual friend, Andrew was working in advertising but once married to Elisabeth
he changed career, studying architecture in Portsmouth. Once qualified, he joined Elisabeth’s architectural
practice. They changec the name of the practice to Kinloch Elisabeth Holliss; Elisabeth always used her

maiden name professionally. Andrew sadly died of cancer in 1981.

Elisabeth and Andrew initially moved into a rented flat in Queen Street and Elisabeth bought an office for her

practice on North Street (opposite a bike shop). After Andrew died, Tony Young joined Elisabeth’s practice.

One day, on the way home from seeing a client, Andrew spotted that St Leger, a Georgian house in Westbourne,
was up for sale. They purchased it and Elisabeth’s mother moved into Poates Cottage, a small flintstone house

attached to St Leger.



Elisabeth and Andrew loved cooking and entertaining, and their kitchen had two hobs so that they could both
cook at the same time. They entertained often and clients often became friends. They were highly valued

members of the Westbourne community and Elisabeth got involved in many aspects of village life.

(We know that she designed a poster and mug for a big Westbourne celebration/anniversary — we don’t know

what that was but hope to find out)

Elisabeth and Andrew had no children of their own, but she and Andrew had many godchildren (possibly as many
as 12). They would have an annual Godchildren’s Tea every December. One year a goddaughter was looking
for something to do and so Elisabeth asked her to make a Christmas decoration for the house. She created three
window decorations that looked like stained glass, one for each of the Three Wise Men, or Kings. These
decorations were put up in the 3 large upstairs windows overlooking the square every year for over fifty years (the
last time was 2022) and many residents felt that Christmas only really got going in Westbourne once the Three

Kings were in place.

Frances Holliss, her niece, recalls that Elisabeth was amazing with children, and like a second mum to her. A

story that illustrates how good Elisabeth was with children is this one:

One day Elisabeth spotted young lads climbing the side wall of her house to scrump for apples. She ran
down the garden, grabbed them and marched them back up to the house to give them a proper ticking off.
She explained that they couldn’t steal apples, but she would give each of them one. She then went to
suggest that if they returned to do odd jobs, she would pay them. The boys, then about 7, 8 or 9 years old,
did return and every Saturday would come to the house and help Elisabeth with odd jobs. One of these

boys came to her funeral in 2020.

In 1979/80 Elisabeth became aware that the northern slipper millpond was up for sale and that Havant Borough
Council was considering purchasing it to create car parking for Emsworth. Her father had recently died, leaving

her a small bequest and so Elisabeth purchased the pond. At the time she was very clear:
“I’m buying it to prevent it being developed, in perpetuity’

Peter Pond was owned equally by Elisabeth and Andrew, and she would spend every Sunday morning looking
after the pond, initially on her own and then with the help of David Gattrell. The pond was renamed Peter Pond,

in memory of Elisabeth’s father.

Elisabeth was an active member of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group, serving on their committee.

Brook Meadow sits immediately to the west of Peter Pond.

Elisabeth was a successful and highly regarded architect. Her work can still be seen locally at 9 Warblington
Road, at St Michael's Convent, London Rd, Waterlooville, and at her home for many years, St Leger,

Westbourne, which she renovated.



Peter Pond is still owned privately, by David Gattrell and Elisabeth’s nephew and two nieces. Everyone is

determined to honour Elisabeth’s wish that the pond should never be developed.




TRIBUTES following her death:

“Elisabeth Kinloch, architect and artist, beloved aunt, great-aunt, godmother, neighbour, and friend, died
peacefully in her sleep on Sunday 12 January 2020 at the age of 96. In lieu of flowers, we have set up this fund to
plant trees in her memory at Peter Pond, Emsworth - the wetland she bought to protect from development in
1979.”

Frances Holliss

“Elisabeth Kinloch died over the 2019 Christmas period aged 97 years! She had been ill with dementia for many
years during which she had been cared for at her home in Westbourne. Elisabeth was the owner of Peter Pond, a
nature reserve close to Brook Meadow, which has been carefully managed on her behalf by David Gattrell for the
past 30 years and more.

| have happy memories of visiting Elisabeth at her home in Westbourne in Year 2000 to assist her with the design
of the Peter Pond interpretation board into which she devoted a great deal of time and effort. The board was
illustrated by local wildlife artist Marian Forster and installed on 17 March 2000.

Elisabeth was also an important and active member of the committee of the Brook Meadow Conservation Group
in the early days of the group when | was Chairman. We held several committee meetings in Elisabeth’s house in
Westbourne for which she was always an excellent host.

I am not sure if that was the meeting when Elisabeth cracked open a bottle of whisky, but | do recall vividly my
rather tiddly walk through the fields back to my home in Westbourne Avenue.

Brian Fellows
Richard Meynell, architect, was a friend:

“I was an architectural college in Portsmouth with Andrew Kinloch who married Elisabeth in 1966. She was a
very successful domestic architect in Emsworth and the surrounding area. The only example of her work that |
knew was the renovation and upgrading of their house at the south end of Westbourne Square, known as St
Leger. The adjacent cottage on the west side was part of the rebuild.

Elisabeth was a good friend. She was our daughter Polly’s godmother who visited her on a regular basis during
her last few years with Frances. You may know that she owned Peter Pond.”

Elisabeth’s funeral took place on Friday 31 Jan 2020 at Warblington Church (and afterwards at Tuppenny Barn)
In lieu of flowers the family set up a fund to plant trees at Peter Pond in Elisabeth’s memory.
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